
Doris J. Bullock 
Doris J. Bullock was a high school dropout, determined to turn adversity to victory. Born in Rural 

Eastern, NC in the early sixties and a first-generation college graduate of Shaw University, where she 

majored in Behavioral Science with a concentration in Sociology, she started her higher education 

career as a secretary in the late eighties. This appointment was the first “real” job that she was blessed 

to have. Little did she know, this first “real” job would pave the way for so many other wonderful 

opportunities, including a third return to her alma mater in 2011 to serve as the “first” female Dean of 

Students. 

She has 19+ years of higher education leadership experience in student, academic, judicial, and 

community affairs. Currently, she is the Director for Student Retention at Shaw University, her alma 

mater. It was Shaw University that not only educated her, but where she learned from dedicated and 

committed staff and faculty the value of support, the importance of investing in self, the power of 

networking, the benefits of mentorship, the needed advocacy, and the joy and blessed rewards in 

helping and serving others. In August, Doris will begin her 3rd year of doctoral studies in Educational 

Leadership at High Point University in High Point, NC. 

This year, Doris is the guest speaker for the Professional Women’s Brunch, hosted by InStepp, Inc. 

She will share “her story” of faith, incarceration, perseverance, disappointments, loss, opportunities, 

encouragement, purpose, and forgiveness. Organizations like InStepp, Inc. helped her turn her life 

around and she is committed to sharing her story to motivate others to pursue their dreams and 

achieve their goals. Her experiences have made her the person that she is today and she is grateful to 

God for the experiences because without them she would not be where she is today. Doris believes 

that it is not about the experience…it is about what you do with the experience that is important.   

One of her favorite quotes is from the late Jim Valvano….Don’t give up… Don’t ever give up! She 

gives credit to her father for giving her the “greatest gift anyone could ever give another person,” he 

believed in her. Doris’s faith in God, her ability to remain committed to her goals, and the assurance 

that her father (though no longer of this earthly world) still believes in her, have allowed her to 

persevere through challenges that the average person would have succumbed to. She’s no ordinary 

person, in fact, she is an overcomer, a survivor, an achiever, an advocate for justice-involved women, 

and a warrior.  


